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Letter from the Editors 

“Humans exceed themselves when they open their minds to discovery… When 

we immerse ourselves in the wonders of curiosity, rather than moving straight 

toward the goal we’ve chosen. Toward the goal we imagine is most important, 

because it’s the one we can see. When we allow ourselves to explore, we discover 

destinations that were never on our map.”

— A. Kaufman and M. Spooner, Unearthed, 153.

It is difficult to put into words the challenges 2020 brought both academically and personally 

for us all. Postgraduate students and early career researchers have faced unprecedented 

disruptions to study and research, with the closure of libraries world-wide, and the general 

sense of uncertainty brought by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Despite the universe’s best efforts to force us apart through lockdowns and border closures, 

our community found ways to continue to engage with and support each other. Zoom, much as 

we profess that we have grown weary of the platform, has been integral to this, allowing us to 

see friendly faces and show off pets (and plants), bringing cheer and comfort in an otherwise 

isolated environment. Slack, another online resource, provided an excellent opportunity for 

collective discussion and meme-sharing at the annual conferences Amphorae XIV and ASCS 
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42, both of which moved online due to the circumstances of the pandemic. More recently, we 

have found a home through Discord, allowing us to strengthen the bonds we have forged 

despite the vast distances between our institutions.

Ryleigh took over the presidency of the journal in late 2019. In order to sustain Amphora as an 

independent entity, we needed to make significant changes in the constitution, structure, and

membership of the editorial collective. Through the efforts of a dedicated team of postgraduates 

and early career researchers, Amphora has grown and thrived in the face of significant 

pressures. This team has worked tirelessly to bring this issue to fruition, all while navigating a 

changing world that forced a significant shift in our working practices and environments and 

the very fabric of the society in which we live.

This 2021 edition of Amphora features two peer-reviewed long-form articles and an exhibition 

review. The first article, by A D Macdonald, examines the question of Alexandria’s conceptual 

location as being considered ‘in’ or ‘out’ of Egypt and suggests that this discussion has broader 

implications for the study of Egyptian Judaism. The second article, by Lauren Murphy, 

examines the visual and literary evidence for the introduction of the cult of Serapis and analyses 

the cult’s influence on the diverse inhabitants of Alexandria. The exhibition review, by 

Katherine Prouting, provides a short tour of the Pergamon Panorama and analyses its 

representation of the ancient world to the modern audience.

On behalf of the Editorial Collective, we hope you enjoy this 2021 issue of Amphora. We 

extend our many and heartfelt thanks to the authors who contributed their work to this edition, 

demonstrating incredible patience and determination as we navigated the year’s challenges. 

We also thank those who have — both directly and indirectly — contributed to the completion 

of this issue. We would like to extend a special thanks to members past and present who 

supported Amphora through numerous challenges during 2019 and 2020. Finally, to those 
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among the Collective departing for new academic and professional horizons, we wish you the 

very best for all your future endeavours.

Ryleigh Kjorsvik, President and Managing Editor.

Vinko Kerr-Harris, Vice-President and Editor.

On behalf of the Editorial Collective

Amy Arezzolo, Emily Chambers, Gemma Marie Lee, Sarah Prince, Katherine Prouting, and 

Katherine Torres-Monro.


